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CHAPTER 3: BUILDING BLOCKS

TECHNICAL

30 min
764

Figure 305.3
Clear Floor or Ground Space

105.4 Knee and Toe Clearance. Unless otherwise specified, clear floor or ground space shall be
permitted to include knee and toe clearance complying with 306.

305.5 Position. Unless otherwise specified, clear floor or ground space shall be positioned for either
forward or parallel approach to an element.

i

30 min

AR min

.

(b}

paraliel

Figure 305.5
Position of Clear Floor or Ground Space

305.6 Approach. Qne fuil unohstructed side of the clear fioor or ground space shall adjoin an
accessible route or adjoin another clear floor or ground space.

305.7 Maneuvering Clearance. Where a clear floor or ground space is located in an aicove or
oiherwise confined on all or part of three sides, additional maneuvering clearance shall be provided in

-accordance with 305.7 1 and 305.7 2.
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CHAPTER 3: BUILDING BLOCKS

TECHMICAL

305.7.1 Forward Approach. Alcoves shall be 36 inches (815 mm)wide minimum where the depth
exceeds 24 inches {610 mm).

36 min
915

_ Figure 305.7.1
Maneuvering Clearance in an Alcove, Forward Approach

305.7.2 Parailel Approach. Alcoves shall be 60 inches (1525 mim) wide minimum where the depth
exceeds 15 inches (380 mm).

L("? ks

A % .Jf‘;"

< Ny > F
T N A A
[ 60 min

1525 !
Figure 305.7.2
Maneuvering Clearance in an Alcove, Parallel Approach
3046 Knee and Toe Clearance

306.1 General. Where space beneath an element is included as part of clear floor or ground space ar
tuming space, the space shall comply with 306. Additional space shall not be prohibited beneath an
slement but shall not be considered as part of the clear floor or ground space or tuming space.

Advisory 306.1 General. Clearances are measured in relation to the usable clear floor l
space, not necessarily to the vertical support for an element. When determining clearance

under an object for required turning or maneuvering space, care should be {aken 1o ensure
the space is clear of any obstructions.
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TECHNICAL CHAPTER 3: BUWLDING BLOCKS

306.2 Toe Clearance.

306.2.1 General. Space under an element between the finish floor or ground and 9 inches {230 mim)
above the finish floor or ground shall be considered toe clearance and shall comply with 306.2.

306.2.2 Maximum Degpth. Toe clearance shall extend 25 inches (635 mm) maximum under an
element.

306.2.3 Minimum Reguired Depth. Where toe clearance is required at an element as part of a
clear floar space, the toe clearance shall extend 17 inches (430 mm) minimum under the efement.

306.2.4 Additional Clearance. Space extending greater than 8 inches (150 mm) beyond the
available knee clearance at 9 inches (230 mm} above the finish floor or ground shall not be
considered {oe clearance.

306.2.5 Width. Toe clearance shall be 30 inches (760 mm) wide minimum.

(@) )

elevation plan

Figure 306.2
Toe Clearance

306.3 Knee Clearance.

306.3.1 General. Space under an efement between 9 inches (230 mm) and 27 inches (685 mm)
ahove the finish floor or ground shali be considered knee clearance and shall comply with 306.3.

306.3.2 Maximum Depth. Knee clearance shall extend 25 inches (635 min) maximum under an
element at 9 inches (230 mm) above the finish floor or ground.

306.3.3 Minimum Required Depth. Where knee clearance is required under an element as part of
a clear floor space, tha knee clearance shall be 11 inches (280 mm) deep minimum at 8 inches (230
mrm) above the finish floar or ground, and 8 inches (205 mm) deep minimum at 27 inches (B85 mm)
above the finish floor or ground.
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CHAPTER 3: BUILDING BLOCKS TECHMI

306.3.4 Clearance Reduction. Between Y inches (230 mm) and 27 inches (685 mim) above tm}_
finish floor or ground, the knee clearance shall be parmitted to reduce at a rate of 1 inch (25 mmj
depth for each 6 inches (150 mm) in height.

306.3.5 Width. Knee clearance shall be 30 inches (760 mm) wide minimum.

Ll 9 min
:t)f =S o 230 .
_1Mmin :f 835
280
(a) (b)
elevation plan
Figure 306.3

Knee Clearance

307 Protruding Objects
307.1 General. Protruding objects shall comply with 307,

307.2 Protrusion Limits. Objects with leading edges more than 27 inches {685 mm) and not more than
80 inches (2030 mm} above the finish floor or ground shall profrude 4 inches (100 mm) maximum
horizontally into the circulation path.

EXCEPTION: Handrails shall be permitted fo protrude 4% inches (115 mm) maximum.

Advisory 307.2 Protrusion Limits. When a cane is used and the element is in the
detectable range, it gives a person sufficient time fo detect the element with the cane before
there is body contact. Elements located on circulation paths, including operable elements,
must comply with requirements for protruding objects, For example, awnings and their
supporting structures cannot reduce the minimum required vertical clearance. Similarly,
casement windows, when apen, cannot encroach more than 4 inches (100 mm) info
circulation paths above 27 inches (685 mm).
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TECHMICAL CHAPTER 9: BUILT-IN ELEMENTS

24 min_
610 ".‘.’.;::-_m..,ﬂ_._,k__f
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Figure 904.4 {Exception)
Alteration of Sales and Service Counters

904 .4.1 Paralle] Approach. A portion of the counter surface that is 36 inches (815 mm) iong
minimum and 36 inches (915 mm) high maximum above the finish floor shall be provided. A clear
floor or ground space complying with 305 shall be positioned for a parallel approach adjacent to the
36 inch (915 mm) minimum length of counter.
EXCEPTION: Where the provided counter surface is less than 36 inches {915 mm) long, the
entire counter surface shall be 36 inches {915 mm)} high maximum above the finish floor,

904.4,2 Forward Approach. A portion of the counter surface that is 30 inches (780 mm) long
minimum and 36 inches (915 mm) high maximum shall be provided. Knee and toe space complying
with 306 shall be provided under the counter. A clear floor or ground space complying with 305 shalf
be positioned for a forward approach to the counter.

8904.5 Food Service Lines. Counters in food service lines shall comply with 804.5,

904.5.1 Self-Service Shelves and Dispensing Devices. Self-service shelves and dispansing
devices for iableware, dishware, condiments, food and beverages shall comply with 308,

904.5.2 Tray Slides. The {ops of tray slides shall be 28 inches (710 mm) minimum and 34 inches
(865 mm) maximum above the finish floor or ground.

904.5 Security Glazing. Where counters or teller windows have security glazing to separate personnel,
from lhe public, a method to facilitate voice communication shall be provided. Telephone handset
devices, if provided, shall comply with 704.3.
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